
 

 

  



PHARMA ANVESHAN – 2025  

(Sponsored by Pharmacy Council of India) 

NATIONAL PHARMACY EDUCATION DAY CELEBRATIONS 

Sarojini Naidu Vanita Pharmacy Maha Vidyalaya, Secunderabad 

 

Date: 06-03-2025 

Sarojini Naidu Vanita Pharmacy Maha Vidyalaya (SNVPMV) successfully organized 

"Pharma Anveshan – 2025" to commemorate the 123
rd

 birth anniversary of Prof. M.L. 

Schroff, a pioneer in pharmacy education in India. The event, sponsored by the Pharmacy 

Council of India (PCI), was centered on the theme "Entrepreneurship & Startups in Pharma 

and Pharmacy Practice: Encouraging Innovation, Incubation Centers, and 

Pharmaceutical Startups." 

INAUGURAL CEREMONY & WELCOME NOTE 

The event commenced with a welcome address by Dr. B. Prabha Shankar, Chairman, 

SNVPMV, who provided a comprehensive overview of the institution. He highlighted the 

college’s NAAC A+ accreditation, NBA accreditation for B. Pharmacy, and the recent 

celebration of its Silver Jubilee, reflecting its commitment to excellence in pharmaceutical 

education. 

Dr. B. Prabha Shankar also acknowledged the significant contributions of the Exhibition 

Society, which manages 20 educational institutions and plays a pivotal role in ensuring access 

to quality education. Expressing his gratitude to the Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) for 

sponsoring the event and thanked Dr. Venkata Ramana, Executive council member, PCI for 

gracing the event. He emphasized the importance of fostering innovation at the academic 

level, strengthening incubation centers, and facilitating a seamless exchange between 

academia and industry. He stressed the necessity of nurturing an environment where 

students can transition their research into real-world applications, ultimately contributing to 

advancements in the pharmaceutical sector.  

ADDRESS BY THE CHIEF GUEST 

The event was honored by the presence of Sri Mandadi Anil Kumar Yadav, Hon’ble 

Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, New Delhi, as the Chief Guest. In his keynote address, 

he emphasized India’s pivotal role as the "Pharmacy of the World", highlighting the 

country’s significant contribution to global healthcare through pharmaceutical exports and 

medical innovations. He underscored the necessity for young minds to engage in 

entrepreneurship and innovation within the pharmaceutical sector, stressing that the future of 

India’s pharmaceutical industry lies in the hands of aspiring entrepreneurs and researchers. 



He encouraged students and professionals to embrace challenges, take calculated risks, and 

develop groundbreaking pharmaceutical solutions that would address pressing healthcare 

concerns. He stated: 

"We need visionary entrepreneurs and innovators—young student minds—who are ready to 

take risks and create groundbreaking solutions. Events like PHARMA ANVESHAN play a 

pivotal role in fostering startup culture, incubation centers, and innovation-driven research." 

Furthermore, he emphasized the importance of collaborating with policymakers and 

regulatory bodies to shape public health policies, enhance drug regulations, and drive 

pharmaceutical advancements. He highlighted that engaging with the government and 

industry leaders could lead to the formulation of policies that support startups, R&D 

investments, and the overall growth of the pharma sector. He concluded by urging students to 

be proactive in seeking opportunities, leveraging incubation centers, and contributing to 

India's progress in the pharmaceutical domain. 

Book Release & Keynote Address 

Following the inaugural session, the Chief Guest released the book titled "E=mc²: 

Demystifying Skills and Competencies", authored by Sri Jai Naidu, a distinguished 

Management Consultant and Career Guidance Coach from Pune. Subsequently, the Keynote 

Address was delivered by Dr. (Col) V. P. Singh, Professor of Medicine at Bharati 

Vidyapeeth Deemed to be University Medical College, Pune. He provided valuable insights 

into pharmaceutical advancements and medical research, further enriching the intellectual 

discourse of the event.  

Dr. (Col) V. P. Singh emphasized the pivotal role of innovation in pharmaceutical sciences 

and its profound impact on entrepreneurship. He discussed advancements in drug 

discovery, personalized medicine, and biotechnology, highlighting their role in shaping 

modern healthcare. Stressing the need for disruptive innovation, he urged young researchers 

to explore uncharted territories, engage in translational research, and transform laboratory 

discoveries into real-world solutions.  

He also advocated for interdisciplinary collaboration, encouraging academia, industry, and 

policymakers to cultivate an ecosystem conducive to startup culture and breakthrough 

research. His address served as a motivation for aspiring entrepreneurs, reinforcing the 

significance of innovation-driven leadership in the pharmaceutical sector. 

PANEL DISCUSSION: Fostering Startups & Innovation 

A dynamic panel discussion featuring esteemed experts and industry leaders was conducted. 

The panelists included: 

 Dr. B. Prabha Shankar, Managing Director, Leads Pharma Pvt. Ltd. 

 Mr. Balaraju Kondaveeti, Founder & CEO, Fundaspring 



 Mr. Sunil Golla, CEO & Founder, Metaloga, Reinvision & Bauddhartha, USA 

 Dr. Nandan Kumar Duddukuri, Chief Scientific Officer, Innatura Scientific Pvt. Ltd. 

 Mr. Raghuveer Beti, Chairman & MD, Pegasus Farmaco India Pvt. Ltd. 

 Mr. A. Karthik Rao, Executive Director, Akin Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. 

 Mr. Nageswara Gupta Manepalli, MD, Suraksha Pharma Pvt. Ltd. 

Key Takeaways from the Panel Discussion 

 Mr. Balaraju Kondaveeti emphasized the critical role of incubation centers in academic 

institutions. He elaborated on their significance in nurturing young entrepreneurs by 

providing them with the necessary support for problem-solving, AI-driven solutions in 

pharma, and helping them navigate challenges that startups typically face. He highlighted 

how incubation centers play a crucial role in reducing startup failure rates by offering 

structured mentorship and guidance. 

 Mr. Sunil Golla underscored the importance of passion as a driving force for 

entrepreneurship. He pointed out that having a strong ecosystem is essential not only for 

research and development but also for seamless adaptation to the startup environment. He 

stressed that the ability to learn quickly and adapt to changing industry trends is key to 

entrepreneurial success. 

 Dr. Nandan Kumar Duddukuri provided deep insights into the importance of research 

ecosystems and R&D facilities in fostering entrepreneurship. He emphasized the role of 

funding agencies in supporting pharmaceutical startups, the need for commercializing 

innovative products, and the importance of adopting strategic fundraising approaches to 

ensure financial sustainability. 

 Mr. Raghuveer Beti offered a comprehensive overview of various funding agencies in 

India that actively support pharmaceutical startups. He highlighted the financial 

opportunities available for aspiring entrepreneurs and encouraged them to leverage these 

resources for their ventures. 

 Mr. A. Karthik Rao elaborated on the pivotal role of entrepreneurs in shaping the 

nation. He highlighted how startups contribute to economic growth and job creation, 

particularly within the pharmaceutical industry. He stressed that India’s economy benefits 

immensely from a thriving startup culture, and emphasized the need for continuous 

innovation in the pharma sector. 

 Mr. Nageswara Gupta Manepalli highlighted the expanding scope of the 

pharmaceutical industry and its potential to foster entrepreneurial ventures. He discussed 

the increasing support from the Government of India for startups, emphasizing how 

policy initiatives and incentives are creating a more favorable ecosystem for 

pharmaceutical entrepreneurship. 

 

 

 



Q&A Session 

Following the panel discussion, an engaging Q&A session allowed students, industrial 

experts, and professionals to seek guidance from the esteemed panelists.  

Key questions included: 

1. Funding for Phytopharmacology Startups – A SNVPMV alumnus Dr. T. Vani, 

Associate Scientist at ARAGEN Life Sciences inquired about funding agencies 

supporting small-scale commercial ventures in phytopharmacology. Mr. Raghuveer Beti 

provided a detailed overview of funding bodies such as government grants, venture 

capitalists, and startup incubators that actively support innovations in 

phytopharmacology. 

2. Developing an Entrepreneurial Mindset – A final-year Pharm.D student sought advice 

on fostering an entrepreneurial mindset. Mr. Sunil Golla emphasized the significance of 

passion, resilience, adaptability, and the willingness to embrace challenges. He 

encouraged self-driven learning and exposure to real-world problem-solving to nurture an 

entrepreneurial spirit. 

3. Challenges in Government Research Patents – A retired pharmacist raised concerns 

regarding the inability of reputed government research centers to generate patents and 

commercialize molecules. Dr. B. Prabha Shankar highlighted key challenges such as 

bureaucratic hurdles, lack of industry collaboration, and limited funding. He stressed the 

importance of stronger academia-industry partnerships to enhance patent filings and 

commercial success. 

4. Notable Indian Pharma Scientists – A retired industrialist requested examples of 

pioneering Indian scientists who have made global contributions to the pharmaceutical 

sector. Mr. A. Karthik Rao highlighted the achievements of renowned figures such as Dr. 

Yusuf Hamied, Dr. Kallam Anji Reddy, who have significantly advanced pharmaceutical 

research and drug development. 

5. MNCs Opting Out of India – A former Sanofi employee expressed concerns about 

multinational corporations exiting India and its potential impact on the pharmaceutical 

sector. Dr. Nandan Kumar Duddukuri analyzed industry trends, explaining factors such as 

regulatory challenges, pricing controls, and global market shifts. He also discussed 

ongoing government initiatives to retain investments and boost domestic manufacturing. 

6. Startup Ideas & Job Creation – A fourth-year Pharm.D student inquired about 

strategies for transitioning from a job seeker to a job provider. Dr. Nandan Kumar 

Duddukuri emphasized the importance of identifying market gaps, conducting thorough 

research, leveraging incubation centers, and seeking mentorship to develop innovative 

startup ideas. 

7. Challenges in Lead Molecule Identification from QbD Approach & Software Handling 

– SNVPMV Alumnus Mrs. Lalitha Madhuri, Founder of VKDP Life Sciences, raised 

concerns about difficulties in obtaining lead molecules using the Quality by Design 

(QbD) approach and handling related software. Mr. Raghuveer Beti addressed these 



challenges by emphasizing the importance of a structured approach to QbD 

implementation, training in computational tools, and leveraging advanced analytical 

techniques for better outcomes. 

Felicitations 

A felicitation ceremony was held to honour distinguished guests, panellists, and industry 

leaders for their remarkable contributions to the pharmaceutical sector during the event, 

which concluded with the valedictory session. Their dedication and commitment to 

advancing the field were recognized as an inspiration to aspiring professionals and 

entrepreneurs. 

The event concluded with a Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. T. Mamatha, Principal, 

SNVPMV, who extended sincere gratitude to the esteemed guests, panelists, and attendees 

for their participation and valuable contributions. She also appreciated Pharmacy Council of 

India for sponsoring the event. 

Among the notable dignitaries present were: 

 Sri B. Hanumanth Rao, Hon. Secretary 

 Smt. Sandhya Depala, Hon. Treasurer 

 Sri Chandrajeet Singh, Hon. Joint Secretary 

 Dr. N. Srinivas, Director, SNVPMV 

Their invaluable support and efforts played a pivotal role in the successful execution of this 

grand event. 

Conclusion 

"Pharma Anveshan – 2025" served as a dynamic forum that united academicians, industry 

professionals, and aspiring entrepreneurs to explore pharmaceutical innovation and 

entrepreneurship. The event promoted knowledge exchange, collaboration, and creative 

thinking, driving growth in pharmaceutical startups and research-oriented initiatives. By 

fostering entrepreneurship and strengthening industry-academia partnerships, it laid a strong 

foundation for advancements in pharmacy and healthcare entrepreneurship. The event 

witnessed the participation of 104 Industry professionals, 44 Teaching faculty, 26 SNVPMV 

alumni, 46 postgraduate students, and 89 Pharm.D graduates, totalling 309 attendees. 
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