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A seminar on “Role of Incubators in Nurturing Academic Entrepreneurs” was delivered 

by Dr. Ramjee Pallela, COO of AIC–CCMB. The session focused on how academic 

institutions play a crucial role in promoting innovation and guiding students and researchers 

toward entrepreneurship. The speaker explained that a strong academic innovation ecosystem 

is built on three key components: a robust start-up development process, educational programs 

that teach entrepreneurial skills, and supportive infrastructure such as labs, mentorship, and 

business services. 

Dr. Ramjee highlighted that scientific discovery alone is not enough to build a successful start-

up. Researchers must also understand business models, accounting basics, legal issues, 

intellectual property, and financial structures. He introduced the audience to the Lean Start-

up Methodology, which emphasizes quick prototyping, market validation, and constant 

learning to reduce risks and accelerate commercialization. 

The seminar outlined the various supports provided by incubators at both pre-incubation and 

incubation stages. These include mentorship, IP and legal assistance, market research support, 

financial planning, industry connections, and access to institutional facilities such as 

laboratories and libraries. Models of sustainable innovation and types of start-ups were also 

briefly discussed, supported by research in innovation management. 

A case study from AIC-CCMB, the OnCovid™ Ab/Ag assay, demonstrated how incubators 

help translate research into viable products, especially during urgent public health needs. The 

speaker also highlighted opportunities for students and researchers through internships, 



 
innovation schemes such as SITARE, GYTI, SIIP, PRAYAS, and exposure to national bodies 

like BIRAC, DBT, DST, and NRDC. 

The session concluded with an overview of major funding sources available to innovators and 

start-ups, including AIM, BIRAC, NSTEDB, MEITY, and global foundations like Gates 

Foundation and Wellcome Trust. Overall, the seminar emphasized the importance of incubation 

support, multidisciplinary learning, and active participation in the start-up ecosystem, 

motivating students to transform innovative ideas into impactful enterprises. 

Aitha Nikhil, Organizing Secretary of Savishkar, also attended the program along with other 

student coordinators from Savishkar Hyderabad Nikhil and Pruthvi Teja were present at the 

seminar. During the session, Aitha Nikhil praised the girls and highlighted the importance of 

women in India. At the end of the program, feedback forms were distributed to the students. 

The students filled out the forms and submitted them. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 


