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Report on

“Padmabhushan Prof. T.R. Seshadri (FRS) Memorial Lecture on Role of

Chemistry in Society”
Organized by
Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry in Association with Royal Society of Chemistry (LSD)

Title: Padmabhushan Prof. T.R. Seshadri (FRS) Memorial Lecture on “Role of Chemistry in
Society”

Date: 7" February 2026

Time: 11:00 A.M. onwards

Venue: SNVPMV Auditorium

Total Number of Participants: Approximately 40 delegates, 130 students and faculty members

“Padmabhushan Prof. T.R. Seshadri (FRS) memorial lecture on Role of chemistry in
society” was successfully organized by the Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) in association with Smt.
Sarojini Naidu Vanitha Pharmacy Maha Vidyalaya with the objective of enhancing students’
understanding of recent developments, career opportunities, and global perspectives in the field of
chemistry.

The programme was efficiently anchored by Mrs. S. Muni Sireesha, Assistant Professor,
Dept. of Pharmaceutical Chemistry. The event began with a cordial welcome to the dignitaries and
participants, followed by the formal invitation of the guests onto the dais. Dr. D. Srinivas Reddy,
Director, [ICT-Hyderabad, Prof. V. Peesapati, Chairman, RSC - Local section Deccan (LSD), Mrs.
P.V. Laxmi, Dr. Y.V.D. Nageshwar Rao, Prof. M. Vijjulatha, Principal & Head, Chemistry,
Osmania University, Dr. N. Srinivas, Director, SNVPMV, Dr. T. Mamatha, Principal, SNVPMV, Dr.
B. Haarika, Vice-Principal, SNVPMV. Eco-friendly greetings were formally presented to the guest
speaker by Ms. Rohitha, Pharm. D II Year, along with Ms. Chaitra and Ms. Nirmai of B. Pharm I Year,
highlighting the institution’s commitment to sustainable practices.

Proceedings of the Programme:

Prof. V. Peesapati, Chairman, RSC-LSD, presided over the seminar and presented
the welcome address, outlining the notable research contributions and achievements of
Padmabhushan Prof. T. Seshadri (FRS) in chemistry.

Prof. V. Peesapati, Chairman, RSC-LSD, in his welcome address, highlighted the exemplary
scientific contributions of Padma Bhushan Prof. T. Seshadri, FRS, a pioneer of natural products
chemistry in India. He emphasized Prof. Seshadri’s seminal work on flavonoids and plant
pigments, his role in strengthening chemical research in the country, and his enduring legacy
as an inspiring teacher and mentor whose influence continues to guide generations of chemists.
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Prof. R.B.N. Prasad introduced the chief speaker Dr. D. Srinivas Reddy, Director, I[ICT-
Hyderabad, highlighting his distinguished contributions to chemical sciences, particularly in
the areas of organic synthesis, medicinal chemistry, catalysis, and sustainable chemical
processes. He emphasized Dr. Reddy’s leadership in advancing translational research,
industry—academia collaboration, and innovation-driven scientific programs at CSIR-IICT,
along with his significant role in strengthening India’s research ecosystem.

Highlights of the Expert Session

Dr. D. Srinivas Reddy delivered an insightful and interactive lecture on “Role of Chemistry
in Society” affecting individuals across all age groups. The key areas covered included:

The speaker emphasized the ubiquitous role of chemistry across diverse fields such as
transportation, construction, coatings, and materials science. He elaborated on his contributions to green
chemistry, including the development of methods for recycling plastics into biodegradable materials
and his collaborative sustainability initiatives with the Apollo Group of Hospitals.

He further discussed his research on the optimization of synthetic routes for sex pheromones and
highlighted his work on the synthesis of pharmaceutically important compounds, including the C-
glycoside drug T-1095 and the optimization of Myriocin, an immunosuppressant drug. He also explained
the transformation of natural products such as Halichondrin and Phlorizin into Gliflozin-class SGLT
inhibitors.

In addition, he outlined his significant contributions toward minimizing sickle cell anemia through
research initiatives at NCL, Pune. The speaker also provided valuable information on academic and
research opportunities at CSIR-IICT, including M. Pharm and Ph.D. programs, as well as internship
opportunities available for students.

Interaction Session

An interactive question-and-answer session followed the lecture, during which students actively
participated and clarified their doubts regarding higher education, research opportunities, international
exposure, and skill development. The speaker provided motivating and practical guidance, which was
highly appreciated by the participants.

Book Release Session:

Dr. K. Vinutha, Associate Professor, Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, SNVPMYV, cordially invited
Prof. M. Vijjulatha onto the dais for the release of the book published by Prof. V. Peesapati. She introduced
Dr. M. Vijjulatha, Principal and Head, Department of Chemistry, as an accomplished academician specializing
in Molecular Modelling and Medicinal Chemistry. Prof. M. Vijjulatha is recognized for her significant
contributions to computational drug design, including molecular docking, QSAR, and structure—activity
relationship studies. Her research integrates in-silico approaches with medicinal chemistry to support rational
drug design, and she has published extensively in reputed journals while actively contributing to research guidance
and academic development.
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Conclusion

The guest lecture organized by the Royal Society of Chemistry in collaboration with Smt. Sarojini Naidu
Vanitha Pharmacy Maha Vidyalaya was highly informative and inspiring. It successfully met its
objectives by exposing students to global scientific perspectives and encouraging them to engage in
lifelong learning and professional development. The institution expresses sincere gratitude to the Royal
Society of Chemistry and the resource person for making the programme a grand success.

Felicitation:

Dr. D. Srinivas Reddy, Director, IICT-Hyderabad, was felicitated by Prof. V. Peesapati,
Prof. R.B.N. Prasad, Prof. Ahmed Kamal, Prof. V. S. Rao and Prof. M. Vijjulatha,
Principal, Vice Principal as a mark of appreciation for his valuable contribution.

Dr. V. Peesapati, Chairman, RSC-LSD, formally felicitated Prof. M. Vijjulatha and Dr. Haarika,
Vice Principal, SNVPMYV, in recognition of their academic leadership, commitment to excellence in
pharmaceutical education, and continued support in promoting scholarly and professional activities
within the institution.

Dr. Peesapati appreciated their valuable guidance and encouragement in facilitating the successful
conduct of the seminar and acknowledged their efforts in fostering a research-oriented and intellectually
stimulating academic environment at SNVPMYV. The felicitation symbolized respect and gratitude for
their contributions towards strengthening collaboration between academic institutions and professional
scientific bodies such as RSC-LSD.

The occasion reflected the spirit of academic camaraderie and mutual appreciation, reinforcing the
importance of leadership in advancing scientific education and professional development.

Vote of Thanks:

The Vote of Thanks was proposed by Dr. S. Hemalatha, Professor and Head, Department of
Pharmaceutical Chemistry, SNVPMYV. She expressed her sincere gratitude to the management of
SNVPMYV for their constant encouragement, support, and for providing the necessary facilities to
successfully conduct the seminar.

Dr. Hemalatha conveyed her heartfelt thanks to the eminent guest speaker for delivering an insightful
and thought-provoking lecture on the Role of Chemistry in Society, which greatly enriched the
knowledge and perspective of the students and faculty. She appreciated the speaker’s valuable time,
expertise, and willingness to share experiences that inspired budding pharmaceutical professionals.
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Participation and Outcome

The programme witnessed enthusiastic participation from B. Pharm, Pharm D and M. Pharm students
along with several eminent industrial personalities and delegates along with the faculty members of the
Department of Chemistry. The guest lecture significantly enriched the academic environment and
motivated students to pursue excellence in chemistry and related fields.

Programme Outcomes:

¢ Understand the interdisciplinary role of chemistry in healthcare, pharmaceuticals, agriculture,
energy, environmental protection, and material science, highlighting its central importance to societal
development.

¢ Appreciate the contribution of chemistry to drug discovery and development, including synthesis,
optimization, quality control, and formulation of safe and effective medicines for public health.

¢ Gain insights into green chemistry principles and their role in reducing environmental pollution,
promoting sustainable industrial practices, and developing eco-friendly pharmaceutical processes

¢ Understand the importance of chemical innovations in improving quality of life, including
advances in polymers, biomaterials, diagnostics, and drug delivery systems.

¢ Enhance critical thinking about the societal impact of pharmaceutical research, emphasizing
responsible innovation and patient-centric approaches in drug development.

¢ Strengthen professional motivation as an M. Pharm student to apply chemical knowledge for
Societal benefit through research, industry, healthcare, and academia.

Impact of the Seminar:

The seminar on “Padmabhushan Prof. T.R. Seshadri (FRS) Memorial Lecture on “Role of
Chemistry in Society ” created significant academic and social awareness among students and faculty.
It highlighted the indispensable role of chemistry in everyday life, including healthcare, agriculture,
environmental protection, energy production, pharmaceuticals, and sustainable development. The
session helped participants understand how chemical innovations contribute to drug discovery, green
technologies, waste management, and the development of eco-friendly materials.

The seminar inspired students to appreciate chemistry beyond textbooks by connecting theoretical
concepts to real-world applications. It also motivated young researchers to explore sustainable and

socially responsible research practices, particularly in green chemistry and environmental conservation.

Overall, the seminar strengthened scientific curiosity, promoted interdisciplinary thinking, and
emphasized the responsibility of chemists in addressing global challenges for the betterment of society.
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