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Report
Pharma Anveshan — 2026

Panel Discussion on: Empowering NextGen Pharmacists to Meet Present & Future Pharma
Industry Needs

Date: 6 March 2026

Venue: SNVPMV Auditorium, Sarojini Naidu Vanita Pharmacy Maha Vidyalaya, Tarnaka,
Secunderabad

Sarojini Naidu Vanita Pharmacy Maha Vidyalaya (Co-Ed.), organized “Pharma Anveshan —
2026” on the occasion of National Pharmacy Education Day, commemorating the 124th Birth
Anniversary of Prof. M. L. Schroff, the father of pharmacy education in India. The event
featured a panel discussion on “Empowering NextGen Pharmacists to Meet Present and
Future Pharma Industry Needs.”

The session was presided over by Dr. B. Prabha Shankar, CEO, Eurodrug Laboratories India
and Chairman, Sarojini Naidu Vanita Pharmacy Maha Vidyalaya (Co-Ed.).

Opening Address

Dr. B. Prabha Shankar delivered the opening note of the occasion. He explained the legacy of
the Exhibition Society, its contribution towards promoting quality education, the
achievements of the institution, and highlighted the importance of organizing such

discussions to bridge the gap between academia and the pharmaceutical industry. He
emphasized the need for continuous innovation, research orientation, and industry
interaction to prepare students for future pharmaceutical challenges.

Expert Talks
Dr. Abhay Asthana
Vice President — R&D, Sreeven Pharma Pvt. Ltd.

Dr. Abhay Asthana spoke about advanced research in pharmaceutical sciences and the critical
role of innovation in the development of new therapies. He highlighted emerging trends in
pharmaceutical research, including the development of innovative drugs such as Semaglutide,
and explained how such innovations influence global pharmaceutical markets. He also
emphasized the importance of interdisciplinary research and collaboration among various
departments to bridge the gap between academia and industry.

Dr. Arutla Srinivas
CEO, Zenera Pharma Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad

Dr. Arutla Srinivas discussed the development and launch of generic drugs in the
pharmaceutical market. He explained how formulation scientists modify excipient
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composition to protect drugs from degradation and ensure stability. He also highlighted the
importance of achieving bioequivalence with reference products. He emphasized research in
Novel Drug Delivery Systems (NDDS) to improve drug efficacy even with reduced dosage. He
further elaborated on the various inter-departmental functions in the pharmaceutical
industry, including:

e Bioequivalence (BE) studies

¢ Intellectual Property (IP) and regulatory documentation

e Chemistry, Manufacturing and Controls (CMC) data preparation
o Stability studies

¢ Regulatory Affairs (RA) documentation

e Supply chain management with support from Quality Control (QC) and Quality
Assurance (QA)

He noted that understanding these departmental roles helps students identify their career
paths in the pharmaceutical sector. He highlighted advancements such as continuous

manufacturing processes and modern analytical technologies like FTIR for blend uniformity,
which enhance efficiency and quality in pharmaceutical production.

Dr. Kailash Verma

Dr. Kailash Verma emphasized the vast opportunities available for pharmacy graduates in the
pharmaceutical industry. He encouraged students to develop strong scientific knowledge,
practical skills, and adaptability to meet industry expectations.

Dr. A. V. Srikanth

Retd. Principal, State Board of Technical Education and Training (SBTET) & GB Member,
SNVPMV

Dr. A. V. Srikanth addressed the gathering by emphasizing the crucial role of educational
institutions in preparing students to meet the evolving demands of the pharmaceutical
industry.

He recalled that about five years ago, in 2020, when he and Dr. B. Prabha Shankar assumed
responsibilities in shaping the institution’s future, Dr. Prabha Shankar raised an important
guestion: “How can we make our students industry-ready?” This question, he said, became a
guiding principle in strengthening the academic and professional framework of the institution.

Dr. Srikanth shared insights from his professional background. Although he had been
associated with pharmacy education for about ten years, much of his career was spent in
technical education administration, where he was involved in improving the quality of
technical education. During this period, he worked on a World Bank-funded project aimed at
enhancing the quality of engineering education in India. Under this initiative, several IIT
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professors served as consultants, and he worked closely with them as a nodal officer, gaining
valuable exposure to strategies for improving educational standards.

Drawing from this experience, Dr. Srikanth explained that the primary objective of quality
technical education is to produce graduates who are fully prepared to serve the needs of
industry. With the rapid increase in the number of professional colleges, including pharmacy
institutions, it has become even more important to ensure that educational programs
maintain high standards and relevance to industry requirements.

He further noted that various quality improvement initiatives implemented under
Government of India programs helped raise the standards of technical education. At that time,
Andhra Pradesh emerged as one of the leading states in effectively implementing these
reforms.

Dr. Srikanth emphasized that curriculum flexibility is a key factor in producing industry-ready
graduates. Such flexibility becomes possible when institutions attain autonomous status,
which allows them to modify and enrich their curriculum to a certain extent based on evolving
industry needs.

However, he pointed out an important difference between engineering and pharmacy
education. In engineering education, there was relatively more freedom in designing curricula,
whereas pharmacy education follows a rigid syllabus prescribed by the Government of India
and the Pharmacy Council of India. Institutions must strictly adhere to this curriculum to
obtain approval and to ensure that graduates are eligible for professional registration as
pharmacists.

Despite these regulatory constraints, he highlighted that autonomous institutions can still
introduce additional courses and industry-oriented modules within the permissible academic
framework, which can significantly enhance students’ knowledge and employability.

Dr. Srikanth concluded by stressing that institutions must continuously strive to upgrade
curriculum, adopt innovative teaching methods, and integrate industry perspectives, so that
pharmacy graduates are well prepared to meet the challenges and opportunities of the
modern pharmaceutical sector.

Sri V. Pradyumna
Former Head, Marketing & Sales, Merck India Limited; GB Member, SNVPMV

Sri V. Pradyumna spoke about pharmaceutical marketing and sales strategies. He highlighted
how the marketing landscape has changed significantly over the years. Earlier, strong
professional relationships with doctors played a major role in marketing, whereas today the
pharmaceutical market is highly competitive with many companies offering similar products.
He emphasized that marketing professionals must understand the needs of doctors and
patients, respond quickly to market demands, and build trust through scientific
communication.
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Chairman’s Concluding Remarks

Dr. B. Prabha Shankar shared insights from his inspiring professional journey, beginning as a
sales and marketing executive in Mumbai, which greatly motivated the audience to pursue
their goals with dedication. He also spoke about his academic pursuits and extensive
experience in pharmaceutical manufacturing and marketing.

Furthermore, he encouraged stronger collaboration between the institution and
pharmaceutical industries to create more opportunities for student training, internships, and
research.

Vote of Thanks

The program concluded with a vote of thanks by Mrs. Samreen Begum, who expressed
gratitude to the dignitaries, speakers, faculty members, and students for making the event a
success.
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