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REPORT ON GUEST LECTURE 

 

“HOW AI  IS ACCELERATING DRUG DEVELOPMENT?” 

 

Date: 22.10.2026 

Venue: IQAC Room 

Time: 2.30 PM onwards 

No. of Participants: 35 

Resource Person: Mr. Prashanth Thavutam, Director, Product Line & Technical Architect, 

Merck Research Laboratories, USA 

Organized by: Department of Pharmaceutical Quality Assurance 

The Department of Pharmaceutical Quality Assurance, Sarojini Naidu Vanita Pharmacy Maha 

Vidyalaya (Co-Ed.), Hyderabad, organized a guest lecture on “How AI Is Accelerating Drug 

Development?” on 22 October 2026. Mr. Prashanth Thavutam, Director, Product Line & 

Technical Architect, Merck Research Laboratories, USA, delivered the session, and Dr. B. 

Prabha Shankar, Chairman, SNVPMV (Co-Ed.), presided over it. 

The resource person discussed the transformative role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in drug 

discovery and development, highlighting applications in laboratory informatics, digital 

quality assurance, validation, and healthcare analytics. He also outlined emerging career 

opportunities for pharmacy graduates in technology-driven pharmaceutical roles. 

Students were encouraged to strengthen statistical and data-analysis skills, use AI tools 

responsibly, verify AI-generated outputs against reliable sources, and undertake practical 

projects using publicly available datasets. The speaker emphasized that combining 

pharmaceutical domain knowledge with digital competencies and hands-on project 

experience is essential for professional growth and employability. Students’ enthusiastic 

participation and thoughtful questions enriched the interactive discussion 
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Outcomes of the Guest Lecture 

 Enhanced awareness of AI applications in drug discovery and development. 

 Improved understanding of AI-assisted predictive analysis and pharmaceutical 

research. 

 Increased awareness of AI applications in quality assurance, risk management, and 

process monitoring. 

 Recognition of the importance of data integrity, model validation, and regulatory 

compliance. 

 Encouragement of interdisciplinary learning and industry-oriented thinking among 

pharmacy students. 

 Motivation to explore emerging career opportunities in pharmaceutical research and 

digital technologies. 

Conclusion 

The guest lecture provided valuable academic exposure to the emerging applications of 

Artificial Intelligence in pharmaceutical sciences. It highlighted the potential of AI to 

improve research efficiency, support drug development, and strengthen quality-assurance 

practices. The programme contributed to students’ awareness of technological advancements 

and their relevance to future pharmaceutical careers. 
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